Abstract A 90 year old woman with alveolar rhabdomyosarcoma of the gall bladder is described. The patient died with tumour metastasis four months after diagnosis despite complete excision of the tumour. The histological, immunohistochemical, and ultrastructural features of the tumour are summarised and published works are reviewed. (Gut 1994; 35: 854-856) The hepatobiliary system is an extremely rare site for the primary lesion of rhabdomyosarcoma. To our knowledge, rhabdomyosarcoma has been described in the gall bladder of three adult patients,'-3 as reported in English language publications. Two of the cases were of the embryonal type,' 3 and one mixed embryonal and alveolar type.2
Although the histology of this tumour is that of a poorly differentiated malignancy, the positive vimentin staining in association with negative expression of epithelial markers (keratin, epithelial membrane antigen, and carcinoembryonic antigen) support the diagnosis of a mesenchymal tumour. The histological picture and positive desmin staining (Fig 2) confirm the diagnosis of alveolar rhabdomyosarcoma. In our case myosin and myoglobin were not expressed but less differentiated rhabdomyosarcoma can lack expression of these two antigens. It 
